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The ARTICLES of CONFEDERATION (AOQC)
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DECLARATION of INDEPENDENCE




THE CONSTITUTION




The Constitution
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THE VIRGINIA DECLARATION of RIGHTS




Virginia
Declaration of Rights

ORDINANCES

Passeo ar 4 GENERAL CONVENTION
OF DELEGATES AND REPRESENTATIVES,
From the feveral Counrizs and CorroraTiONs
OF VIRGINI A,

HELD AT THE CAPITOL,
IN THE CITY OF WILLIAMSBURG,
ON MONDAY THE 6th OF MAY
ANNO DOM: 6

WILLIAMSBURG:
Pusrspay ALEXANDER PURDIE
PRINTER o rue COMMONWEALTH

VIRGINIA STATUTE for RELIGIOUS FREEDOM




BILL of RIGHTS
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T he Conventions of a number of the States baving, at the time of their adopting the Constitution, expressed a desire, in order to
prevent misconstruction or abuse of its powers, that [urther declaratory and testrictive clauses should be added: And as extending the ground of public confidence in
the Government, will best insure the beneficent ends of its institution:

Resolved, by the SENATE and HOUSE of REPRESENTATIVES of the UNITED STATES of AMERICA in Congress assembled,
two thirds of both Houses concurring. That the following Articles be proposed to the Legislatures of the several Siates, as Amendments lo the Constitution of the United
States; all, or any of whicharticles, when ratified by three fourths of the said Legislatures, to be valid to all intents and purposes, as part of the said Constitution, viz.

Articles inaddition to, and Amendment of the Constitution of the United States of America, proposed by Congress, and ratified
by the Legislatures of the several States, pursuant fo the fifth Article of the Original Constitution.

Atticle the first ...... After the first enumeration required by the first Atticle of the Constitution, there shall be one Representative for every thitty thousand, until the
number shall amount to one bundred, after which, the proportion shall be so regulated by Congress, that there shall be ot less than one bundred
Representatives, nor less than one Representative for every forty thousand persons, until the mumber of Representatives shall amount to two
bundred, after which, the proportion shall be so regulated by Congress, that there shall not be less than two hundred Representatives, nor more
than one Representative for every fifty thousand persons.  (Not Ratified]

Atticle the second .... No law, varying the compensation for the seruices of the Senalors and Representatives, shall take effect, until an election of Representatives
shall have intorvened.  [Not Ratified)

Atticle the third ...... Congress shall make #o law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; of abridging the freedom of speech,
or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Governmant for a redress of grievances.
Atticle the fourth ..... A well regulated Militia, being necessary fo the security of a free State, the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.

Article the fifth ....... No Soldier shall, in tine of peace, be quartered in any bouse, without the consent of the owner, nor in time of war, but in a manner 10 be pre-
seribed by law.

EMANCIPATION PROCLAMATION




BY THE PRESIDENT. OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.

A Proclamation,

ceeon

Athereas, on the twenty-second day of September, in the year of our Lord one thou-
sand cight hundred and sixty-two, a proclamation was issued by the President of the United
. States, containing, among other things, the following, to wit:

“That on the first day of January, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred
and sixty-three, all persons held as slaves within any State or designated part of a State, the
people whereof shall then be in rebellion against the United States, shall be then, thencefor-
ward, and forever, free; and the Executive government of the United States, including the
military and naval authority thereof, will recognize and maintain the freedom of such per-
sons, and will do no act or acts to repress such persons, or any of them, in any efforts they
may make for their actual freedom.
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